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The quality of life for many people depends on peace 
and good governance, and Village Aid has put a great 
deal of e�ort into promoting these.  In Sierra Leone, the 
General Elections took place in 2007, peacefully, for a 
second time, only �ve years after the end of an eleven 
year, brutal civil war!  

Compared to some other countries, a second change of 
government happened peacefully, and a transition took 
place to a newly elected administration. Many struggling 
young people felt their voices were heard for the �rst 
time, and that was partly due to the work undertaken by 

two key Village Aid partnership groups within the country. 

The Sierra Leone Youth Empowerment Organisation, and 
the Youth Alliance for Peace and Development worked 
with Village Aid’s support, and with funding channelled 
through us from the British Government’s Department for 
International Development, (DFID) and the Diana, Princess 
of Wales, Memorial Fund. 

They ran education and awareness raising campaigns 
to urge participation through the ballot box, not 
street violence or corruption.  They did this with radio 

programmes, music, song writing, 
posters and T shirt promotions, 
and travelled all over the country, 
encouraging young people to make their 
voices heard.

In spite of the lack of employment 
prospects and acute struggles of many 
young people, the fact that violence was 
averted and street chaos was kept to a 
minimum, is a credit to their hard work.   

Challenging injustice and corruption
freedom of speech

Dave Phillips and students from The University of 
She�eld partner Gambian people to challenge injustice

Good governance can help to overcome injustice for 
groups su�ering discrimination
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Overview

This has been exciting year for Village Aid 
despite the reduced financial turnover 
in our 2007 accounts. You can see the 
variety of activities in this report and how 
benefits are not measured by money 
alone. Our new vision and mission 
statements voice this excitement.

The expanded initiative in Derbyshire 
schools is aimed at improving knowledge 
of Africa and awareness of successes as 
well as needs; I find it frustrating that so 
little media attention has been given to 
successful elections in Sierra Leone when 
so much has been given to problems in 
Zimbabwe. There are still many problems 
to solve in all the countries where we 
work but only paying attention when 
things go wrong is not the way to solve 
these problems.

Although finance does not tell the whole 
story, it is still vital and we are very 
grateful to all our supporters and funders. 
Without you, these results would not 
have been possible but in an increasingly 
difficult climate for charities we ask you all 
to continue and if possible increase your 
support.

James Kellie 

Message from the Chair
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In 2007 Village Aid received support from 
many donors including: Comic Relief, DFID, 
The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fund, 
and The Baring Foundation


