
The water tank installed in Akum community, Cameroon, 
as part of our successful ‘Water for Peace’ Big Give 
Challenge project in 2017. 

 

 

Pledge today at: villageaid.org/biggive2020 
 

Who we are 
Village Aid was founded in 1989 by Andrew Kingman from Lady Manners School in Bakewell, based on the 
simple idea that villages in the Peak District could support villages in rural West Africa. We’ve come a long way 
since then but still believe that when we do things together, we can achieve more. In partnership with our sister 
charity, United Purpose, we currently provide communities in Senegal, Cameroon and Guinea with the tools 
they need to lift themselves out of poverty for good. Our projects focus on conflict resolution and improved 
health and agricultural livelihoods. During Covid-19 we have reached out to some of the communities most 
neglected during the crisis to raise awareness of good hygiene, provide access to soap and clean water and 
deliver food parcels. 
 

Why our work matters  
The impact of our work is wide-ranging and long lasting, 
and we build deep, respectful partnerships that lead to 
significant long-term change for communities. Our 
agricultural livelihoods work provides farming families 
with a sustainable source of income as well as nutritious 
food to help combat malnutrition. Through our health 
promotion work, we helped to end the Ebola crisis in 
West Africa. We’ve supported many communities 
otherwise forgotten by their governments to develop 
water, sanitation and hygiene facilities which help to 
keep girls in school and reduce preventable diseases.  
 
We have a long history of working with the Mbororo 
minority cattle herders in North-West Cameroon, 
supporting peace and reconciliation efforts with their 
crop farming neighbours. Our 2017 Big Give Challenge 
‘Water for Peace’ project raised £32,000 which enabled 
3,849 people and 1,822 livestock in Akum community (North-West Region) to access a year-round supply of safe 
water – an essential resource for peacebuilding in this former conflict hotspot.  
 

Our Flagship Project for 2020 
This year, our Big Give Challenge project will support 186 women in rural Senegal to develop sustainable, 
green businesses using environmentally-friendly, appropriate technology to suit their local contexts. The 
women process rice and peanuts for sale locally, even recycling the husks to sell as cattle feed and compost. 
They are ready to take their businesses to the next level, and need automatic husking machines to husk 
higher quantities each day, rather than doing this manually. These will run on solar power. 

JiggenPowerUp! – WomenPowerUp!  

BIG GIVE CHRISTMAS CHALLENGE 2020 

Could you help Village Aid, the Peak District’s international charity, to raise £10,000 online this 
Christmas as part of the UK’s largest match funding campaign – the Big Give Christmas Challenge? 

 
Every donation will be matched pound for pound from 1st – 8th December 2020 –  

doubling your impact at no extra cost to you. 



 
The project will provide three of these 
machines, as well as storage equipment, 
training and maintenance support. As well as 
improving the women’s incomes, the project 
will also benefit their families and other local 
processors, reaching almost 20,000 people.  
 
Aissatou, Tacko and Marie (left) process peanut 
oil to sell locally and are among the women who 
will benefit from the project. Aissatou says:  
“These machines, this business, are so important 
for the wider community because so many women 
are involved in grain processing. So many families 
depend on it.”  

 

How you can help 
This project needs the support of our Peak District family to get off to a flying start, and raise £10,000 online 
during the first week of December. We are calling on our individual supporters, schools, faith groups, 
students and other friends, both old and new, to support our fundraising efforts in any way you can.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pledge your support today: villageaid.org/biggive2020 

Could you… 
Donate your weekly commute, lunch/coffee savings while working from home? 
Hold a virtual fundraising dinner or Zoom-Bake Off? 
Hold a Kids’ virtual Superhero party (with entry fee)? 
Ask your local school/nursery/faith group to run a mini fundraising event? 
Hold a virtual ‘pub’ quiz from home? 
Donate your birthday by requesting donations instead of presents? 
Make and sell handmade masks for a donation? 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact us to discuss your ideas - please email: anna.mcnamara@villageaid.org.   


